LIFE OF GURU AMAR DAS            87

CHAPTER VI

One morning, before day, while the Asa ki War
was being chanted, the Guru fell into a trance.
He thought he saw Guru Nanak appear and order
him to make a place of pilgrimage where God alone
should be worshipped, and thus confer a favour on
the world. It was the object of the Gurus to pre-
serve their Sikhs from contamination at Hardwar,
Banaras, and other places of Hindu pilgrimage.
Guru Amar Das resolved to obey the order he felt
he had thus so solemnly received. He purchased
some land, and on the day of the full moon in the
month of Kartik laid with all due religious ceremony
the foundation of the Bawali, or well with descending
steps, which is now such an object of reverent
pilgrimage to Hindus as well as Sikhs in the city of
Goindwal. His Sikhs all joined in the work. Some
dug up the earth, some put it into baskets, some
removed it, some made offerings of corn for the sup-
port of the workmen, some drew water for them,
and some cooked their meals. There was great
activity throughout the city during the construction
of the Bawali.

There lived in that portion of the city of Lahore
called Chuni Mandi a Khatri of the Sodhi tribe
named Thakar Das. He was married to a lady
called Jaswanti, a word which means the praise-
worthy. A son called Hari Das (Servant of God) was
born to them. Hari Das afterwards married Anup
Devi. After her marriage she was generally known
as Daya Kaur. The associations and acts of both
husband and wife were ever good and praiseworthy.
Contrary to the polytheistic spirit of their time,
they worshipped only one God, served saints, and
made the repetition of God's name the main object
of their devotion. They worked diligently for their